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We can read about what’s happening, watch news footage or youtube clips, even video-

conference via internet, but nothing compares to actually being there: sharing meals, listening 

to stories, laughing and crying and praying together. 

Heidi Berry is a young woman from our church in Hamilton who just spent 6 months in 

Bongalon, a rural community about 500 kms southeast of Manila. While there she stayed 

with the Salvo family, and helped with their church’s youth engagement. In March Helen, Eryn 

and I, together with Heidi’s family, were able to visit her. It was humbling to see both how 

the community had made Heidi a part of their life and work, and how Heidi had adapted to 

living as someone “really different” from everyone around her.

Heidi has returned to Canada with a deep conviction that life is best when it is oriented 

around loving God and loving neighbour. She grew to know and love people in Bongalon 

who once were bitter, dishonest and cruel but now, because of the presence of God in their 

community, are becoming some of the most kind and gracious people she knows. Heidi’s 

experience and insights will be extremely helpful as we consider how best to support 

church-based community development work in the Philippines.
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Until next time,
! Greg, Helen
! ! Eryn & Daniel
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Helen with volunteers at
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IT Tender: While in the Philippines we were also able to visit IT Tender 
Ministries, one of our partners working with urban poor communities in 
the Metro Manila municipality Muntinlupa. IT Tender focuses primarily on 
education initiatives for children and families living “on the margins.” The 
difference they are making is being noticed - recently the municipal 
government invited them to represent local NGOs at a two-day seminar 
with the city mayor, chief prosecutor, social workers, lawyers, and police! 
We’re looking forward to having two more young adults from our church, 
Micah Witt and Sara Stuart, spend a few weeks with IT Tender this summer. 

The Forge Internship: Many university graduates have difficulty finding 
employment in their field.  And a lot of community development work 
around the world pays little attention to the spiritual realities of life. The 
Forge internship is a new initiative of iTeams Canada which gives 
international development graduates an opportunity to integrate faith and 
vocation while helping one of our “Impact” programs. Greg is leading the 
Forge as part of his new role as Learning and Development Specialist with 
iTeams CA. You can read more about this intensive 8 month program at 
http://forge.iteams.ca/

Micah House: Helen continues to find her work at Micah House to be 
both challenging and fulfilling as she assists people who are seeking refuge 
here in Canada. It’s wonderful when people who have been on such difficult 
journeys are able to find a true home here in the Hamilton area ... and 
heart-wrenching when they are forced to return to the situations they 
fled. You can learn more about Micah House here: http://micahhouse.ca

The Kids: Eryn (Gr 9) and Daniel (Gr 5) both adjusted well to their new 
schools this year. They’ve kept their marks up while enthusiastically 
pursuing what they’re really interested in - athletics for Eryn (especially 
track and soccer) and a mix of sports and nerdy computer stuff for Daniel, 
who has become an avid “minecrafter” and “youtuber.” They make us 
proud!
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